Internet


Labs with a lot of PCs running DOS/Windows 3.1


A few mini computers running UNIX


eagle is the mini computer used by the students


Eagle was originally running DG/UX


Now it is a Pentium running Linux. It is the most popular UNIX operating system for PC architecture


We will be using eagle for e-mail


Use internet tools from eagle


All the PCs as well as the minicomputers are on the internet


Each computer on the net has an IP number


IP numbers come in handy when things are not working properly


For eagle, the IP number is 192.26.235.226


Most of the computers are known by an easy to remember name instead of having to use the number


The name for eagle is eagle.auc.on.ca


The name is split into two parts


hostname and the domain name


For example, eagle is the hostname and auc.on.ca is the domain name 


All our course material is available on satara.auc.on.ca


IP address for satara is 199.212.54.115


There are essentially two different types of tools:


continuous connection (virtual)


non-continuous connection


Continuous connection doesn’t mean we have a dedicated connection such as phone line


Continuous connections are done using two popular tools


telnet


ftp


Telnet is used for a login session with another computer


In labs, you use telnet to connect to eagle from your PC


All the kesystrokes that you type are sent to eagle


Output from eagle is displayed on your computer monitor


ftp stands for file transfer protocol


similar to telnet but activities are restricted to file transfer related activities


Non-continuous connection


Connection is established, necessary information is transferred and the connection is closed


Example, e-mail


If you send an e-mail to a computer in Germany, your computer connects to the computer in Germany delivers the message and terminates the connection


Another example, is information on world wide web





World Wide Web


One of the primary concepts responsible for the proliferation of the internet


The course material will be accessed through World Wide Web (WWW) Browsers


From the labs you should be able to use netscape or MS internet explorer


From eagle, you can use a text based browser called lynx


Netscape or MS Internet Explorer are the two popular browsers. In lab we have netscape 3.0 (hopefully)


If you click on the open button, netscape will ask you for URL


You can issue various different types of URLs


Most common type is http stands for (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol)


Most browsers will assume the “http://” portion of the URL as default type if you don’t specify it


Hyper Text documents


Text documents which are enhanced (hence the word hyper) by providing links to other documents


Windows help on any topic is also an example of hyper text document


Most of the WWW documents also provide links to other documents


You can press the back button to go back to where you came from


The connection is not continuous.


Your computer looks at the request


Determines the computer that contains the information requsted and then contacts the computer and sends the request


The computer serving the information connects to your computer, delivers the information and disconnects


You can take your own time to read the information that is sent to your computer


You are not generating any internet traffic when you are reading the document


When you are paying the Internet Service Provider (ISP) by the hour. It makes sense to download the information quickly, disconnect from the net and then spend time reading the information


For our class the URL will be


http://satara.auc.on.ca/pawan/teach/1702/96-97w


If you are working in the lab, you can omit the domain name


http://satara/pawan/teach/1702/96-97w


If you have any trouble from home or lab try using the IP numbers


http://199.212.54.115/pawan/teach/1702/96-97w


Most of these browsers have limited capabilities for multimedia documents


But they allow you to add plugins


Plugins are programs that are viewers for different types of documents


movies


audio files


word processor files


In lab, netscape has a plugin to view MS word documents.


All our notes are available on satara and can be viewed and printed using the MS Word viewer


If you want to save the document to your disk.


In netscape, right click the mouse on the document. you will get an option to save the document


Search engines:


World wide web has more than a million server


several million documents


Finding information can be often difficult


Search engines simplify the process somewhat


www.yahoo.com


www.altavista.digital.com





A lot of financial pundits are telling us that we should diversify our investment to other countries to take the advantage of the fact that other stock market are not as bloated as north american markets


Where do we start


We want to play it safe and start with an economy that we know is reasonably safe and currently in trouble


Japan


We want to know how Nikkei is doing?


Go to a search engine


altavista


type in nikkei chart


probably end up getting several thousand hits


there are ways of issuing precise queries that will reduce the amount of information retrieved


but you may end up loosing relevant information


find out if any one of the hits have useful information


we found two charts:


Change in Nikkei over last couple of years


Change in the price of yen over last couple of years


Let us say we thought that it is worth looking into investment in Japanese market


Where do we invest?


All the major banks have websites


For example, you can go to Toronto Dominion Site


www.tdbank.ca


Follow links for mutual fund performance


You can get information and performance chart about Japanese mutual fund


When you are working on some research over the web. Save relevant information in a document. You can neatly compile the information and write down your own conclusions.


See Japan.doc


Internet of course provides all kinds of interesting up to date information


For example, a site www.techstocks.com can give you latest information related to high tech companies. Several small investors in the company will also share the available information with you


News sites:


www.canoe.ca


www.cnn.com


www.cnnfn.com


Latest stock quotes are also available from major Canadian banks


Some stock exchanges will give you latest quotes as well


www.nasdaq.com





